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MOVIEDROME
THE GUIDE

By Alex Cox and Nick Jones
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Al the cub fims i ths collecton oppeoredin the firs free seasons of BBC24 highy popuior Moviedrome
hosted by Alex Cax.

Whatis o cultFim? A cult il & one thot has o passionate following, but doss not appeal to everyone: Jomes
Bond movies are not cult fms, but chainsow movies are. Just becouse o film has become o cult movie does st
outomahically uoranes qualty Some ore very bod: othens are very very good Some moke an awhd ot of money
of the box offce; others moke no maney of oll Some ore considered qualily fim; ohers are explolofion movies

One thing cult movies do have in common is thef they are ofl genre fims — for exomple, gangster films or
westerns. They oo have o tendency 1o slosh over from one genre info anothec 5o that o science fiction fim
might oo be o detective movie, of vice versa. They shore common themes as wel, themes thot ore found in ol
drama: love, murder ond gresd

Allthe movies chosen for Moviedrome - culled from the BBC ibrory with the odditon of a few persanal
selechons - are acknowledged os cult flms. Some ore popular fovourites, others are not but every ane hos on ele-
m-ammmmmam-mmmmmm

ez VUNTENTS

Ace in the Hole

Alligator

Alphaville

An American Werewolf in London
Assoult on Precinet 13

Barbarella

The Big Silence (Il Grande Silenzio)
Big Wednesday

Brazil

The Buddy Holly Story
ABulletfor the General |Quien Sabé?)
The California Dolls

Deod of Night

Diva

DOA

Down by Low

Electra Glide in Blue

Fat Cl!‘y

Five Easy Pieces

The Fiy

.::'o CEV"v

Goin’ South

The Good, the Bod ond the Ugly
The Grissom Goag

The Hirwd Hond

The Honeymoon Killens

T
The incredible Shrinking Man

nvonion of the Body Saatchers

Jobberwocky

OQ‘--Hﬂﬂ'ﬂ-.’ﬁ“““‘.‘"“““““ﬂ—l——-

lohnny Guitar

10 The Last Picture Show
10 The Long Hair of Death
10 The Loved One

11 The Man Who Fell 1o Earth
11 The Man with X-roy Eyes
11 Night of the Comet

12 One-Eyed Jocks

12 One from the Heart

12 The Porollox View

13 The Phenix City Story
13 Q-The Winged Serpent
13 Rozorbock

13 Rumblefish

W Stordust Memories

W Sunset Bovlevord

W Sweet Smell of Success
W The Terminoter

15 The Thing from Another World
15 THX 1138

15 Troncen

16 Two-Lone Blackiop

16 Ulzono's Roid

16 Wolk on the Wild Side
7 AWedding

17 The Wicker Mon

17 Yojimbe

Deep Background




ACE IN

Alegend in 7 own knchime - ALLIGATOR

THE HOLE

Produced, directed ond co writien by Billy
Wikler in 1951, Ace in the Hole (oo somefimes
called The Big Comival i the story of o big oy
reporter [Kirk Douglas] who cynxally exploy
the plight of o mon trapped in o cowe on the
Navoje reservotion n New Mexxco

Today, reporten are generally porrayed in
fims o3 well-intenfioned somily charocten, ond
ifs a great plecsure 1o see one here who't tolally
self-serving. O course, he's not clone in this
under Wilders mercless pen ond directonal
baton, ol the choroclers get token ko the clean-

ers. They're all making money or o reputafion out
of ths - including the man wha's tropped -
becouse 'everybody lkes o breok’

Wider s the cinemohc equivolent of
Viodimer Nabokow He's complesely cynicol, with-
ouf senfimeniality withou! remorse, and he's o3
great o crofteman with fim o3 Nobokow wos with
words. Everything cbout his flms — this one,
Some Like # Hot, The Apartment ond, of coune
Scmet Bovevord [see 4] - o tuned Yo pertec-
o They ore firm with pertect pymmetny

¥ act puat it Wikier G pverytung hamsed
= wring, produeg ond drecieg § POugR -
e chose he coloboraon v wek il e
eearywhery pou 00k - ot B acing e adtng
g o Srecior - ong merviung vou e s
o 1 e munc) cpoeen fowen Thg g omc e
fim ot teaches you how ko sirike o Mokt weh
2 tpewrne

KIRK DOUGLAS

JAN STERLING

BOS ARTHUR - PORTER HALL

ALLIGATOR

Aligators o fiim bosed on o modem myth. Mod-
ern myths ore o very popular tult speces: there
ore films obout flying soucen, about the Loch
Nest monster, Bermuda Triangle, ol that sort of
thing, olfhough as yet there houn't been o move
cboul the ‘poodie in the microwave’. Here, John
Sayles and Lews Teogue offer us the ofi-lold
tory of the pet baby oligotor fushed down the
lodet, which iokes up residence in the sewer and
grows o be 100 feet long

Sayles ond Teague oo colloboroted on [he
Lody in Rec/| 1979 o woman'y gangster film pro-
duced by Julie Cormon. The Lody i Red s o

somewhot closier offar, bot Aligotor s
exiremely enteriomning. Sayles i, of counse, ko
adirector of some repule, who writes scriphs wuch
o3 Aligoforso he con direct the films he wonts fo
do: The Return of the Secoucus Seven, Matewon
Brother from Ancther Plonet

Aligotor is remmiscent of the gont ont fim
Them! and Larry Cohen's it Alve/There's cho o
reference o The Thind Mo Aligator is blood-
thinsty but very morol: the monster is generally
polically cormec! m & choice of wchms. Obw-
ounly the Fim owes 0 whstantial debtto Jows, but
the oligotor iself — crected by the Stansbury
Aligator Compony ond operoted by Kevin
Blockion ond Tom Gosken ~ & the superior
beast

Look out for Deon Jogger ~ o choracier
oclor who specialised in benign old fellens fle
the Genercl in Whie Chrstmas - in the role of
the el copdokst



ALPHAVILLE

Alphowile’s o scence ficton fim nolrcomedy Iy
the story of Lemmy Covhon (Edde Conslanfing].
speciol ogent, galoctic iraveller and reparier for
Figoro-Provda, who joumeys 1o e dly of
Alpharie n eorch of the mysterions Professor
von Broun. All s might moke it sound ke Blocle
Runnec but ity not

The whale fim wos shot in block and whilein
Para, without spece effech. Godord was one of
e b names of the French New Wove - he olso
drected Bracthiess ond Weelend - and here he
trectes o really strong soence-fichon movie oul
dons ond fight angles on fiathing

b 4 o everytocy | g, of coune.
¥ o, waer cheraec By Sou Fe-chmovel Tae
st Mo deou o or f Momes
bort whery dnamboded oogy Wl dhowt
Sraousy v = nct e = Howpet e
gt - ot by Goderd - » envemely ooy ond
f v ooy ctemioe ¢ vechy moue n oenbed
of s Iy sternstng 1o compore Al
wit (e Bl Orion Wedes's Kohs fiee

Thare doey cppenr b be oo matohe = e
cor depart=ent |amey (oubon cioey he drvey
© Gotary but sn'1 e cor he deves up in ot the

Port o Mustongl

AN AMERICAN WEREWOLF IN LONDON

An Americon Werewoll in London s pert of o
very honourcble cult genre: the werewoll/
vampure fiim, The rules of these fims ore sondord-
ised Vomprres are biood-drinking, kving corpses
whose mere bde con make you one of their
rumber Werewolves ore people who tum into
wolves, or wolf-lke humanoids, of every ful
moon, ond their bile urms ofher humons info
werewolves Yompires con only be kiled by fire,
removol of the heod or o siake through the heort.
Werewolwes con only be lolled by o siver bullet
or fhe SAS

An Amencon Werewolf in London wos
drected by John Londs, on Amencon whose
mest notoble cult feature is The Bles Brothen
Amprcon Werewof wos influenced by Deod of
Night sae 4| the clasic 1945 Britigh horror film,

From the director of Animal Howuse
a ditterent kind of andmal

and i containg every conceivoble song in which
the word ‘moon’ appears. I features o nice
cameo by Mr Frank Oz - Muppets genius ond
direcior of the very funey Dirty Rotten Scoun-
drels = o3 Mr Collins, the mon from the US
Embossy. You con also spot Rik Mayoll playing
chess in o pub colled The Sloughtered Lamb, ond
Brion Glover, who 1 o very good oclot

Iy 0 weird mixiure of norve comedy ond
apocalyphic violence wih on obrupt ending If
you st through oll the credit, you wil see that the
film is dedicoted to Their Highnesses the Prince
and Princess of Wales on the occovion of their
marmioge’. Only on Americon could be thot
pamete




Assout on Preonc! 17 won the second film
directed by John Corpenter i hos o remendows
cult reputofion, os has his first, Dork St which
he drected and co-wrote with Dan O'Bannon
In Assoult on Precnct 13 Corpenter goes #
olone. Well, not alone exoctly The film is o com-
phicoted senes of borrowings from other fimy -
n porculor, o Brovo ond the most mprro-
fional of oll cult movies, Night of the Living Deod
Carpenter oho borrows lines of diologue from
Sergio Leone’s Once upon o Time in the Weest In
that sanse, the film o the cultsh’ dreom ‘Chorles
Bronson soid that to Henry Forda! you con heor
them cry. That's what Angie Diciinson told Joha
Woyne!' Some of the knes that Corpenter mode

up himself oren’t bod, ether - eipeco
would anybody shoot of o polkce siobon? - bt
owverol the tone i real posfiche. Corpenter it
wrole the music ond did the edding under te
preudonym ‘Joha T Chonce’ No prizes for gues-
ung which John Woyne fim thot nome come
from

Now thot we've estioblished & cuburol
pedigree, maybe | con jom the loyol oppasiion
ond say that Assou on Precngt 17 has s flowa
The ocfing s owhul So ore the cosumes. There
are only fwo women in the fim ond they both
weor wenheal sweoters They have wdentcol
shapes. ioo

For me, John Corpenter’s bes! film i They
Lve' i, Yoo, degenerates mio o mush of running,
jumping, shooling, chasing, but s first holf s 0
genunely weird and inleresiing crifique of con-
sumersm and yuppredom from o soence-hchon
newpont

|

“The cult film of the year”

Daran Malc.obm

“Why would omybody shoot of 0 police stotond” - ASSAULT ON PRECINCT 13




THE BIG SILENCE

(Il Grande Silenzio) ‘

Sergio Carbueci wos olso the director of the cub
western Djanga, which wos banned in Brilain for
many years. Alhough The Big Sdence i his best
film, # has never been shown publicly hers or in
the United Siotes. It easy to see why The film,
like most Mobon westerns, s incredibly bleok ond
pessimaibic; but worse, it has the most horrible
ending of any fim I've ever seen. It was cons-
dered 50 thong ol e producens asked
Corbucci 1o shoot another Apporently thot
version pigyed m cerion Middle Eosler coun-
ey, where oclon fles ore populor but they
Spect solly ond comy o b gun— THE BIG SLENCE have fo have o happy ending

Thers wos onother reason for the fim's sup-
pressce. $ough When ¢ come out m 1967, The
g Sience wos exiremely popudar in bioly ond
Germary ond especaly m Fronce. | sion the
French actor Jean-Lovs Frintignant os Sdence’, 0

BARBARELLA s

ond recreate the role. But he didn’t Whot he did
do wos toke the extemal troppings of The Sy
Sdance - the snow the cotumes, sven the herg
hot ond peculior gun - ond put them in o com-
plfely boring 1972 cowboy fim that he pro-
duced colled Joe Kidd direcied by John Sturges

Borberelio s omong the ustnous company of
Modesty Blose ond Fritr the Cat in beng o
movie based on g comic sirip. It was direcied by
Roger Vodim, o Frenchman, and # stan o young
mgenue from America, his then wife Jane Fonda

Vodim is one of those direciors who Toves
women'. |n 1954, he made o fim colled And
God Crected Woman staming Brigite Bordot
ond he bhed # 10 much that, in 1987 he mode #
ogain, this time sorring Rebecca de Momay
He's not really o good director; he's sor of ke
Polonski but without the pain and the broin. But
Sarbarelo s not o bod fim. Ifs enterioining, hos
good sek, very good costumes (May Fondal
were designed by Poco Rabanne). It okio hos o
lol of very good oclons in i, inchding Mo
O'Sheg, Dovid Hemmings in the role of Dildans,
Marce! Marceou and Ando Pallenberg, who you
mght recoll wos one of Mick Jogger's room-
mates i Performance. The screenwriler - well
ght of them are ksted in the crediy, but the pes-
son listed first s Terry Southern, the American
who wrote fhe novels Condy ond The Mogxe
Chratonond the sreenplay for the fim verson
ol the latter ond for Lofio ond Dr Sirangelove.

Agparently jane Fonda sl ks Sorborado
ond stonds by t | wonder whyl




B1G WEDNESDAY

By Wchesdoyis o film obout the big score in ity
purest form — three American wrien in search of
the perfect wove It wos crifcolly unpopuler
when it first come out, occused of being grond-
iose ond pratentious - which # is. But o lot of
good fims ore grondiose ond prefentiou,
induding Ciizen Kone

John Misa worked on the screenplay for
Mognum Force, co-wrote Apocolypse Nowond
to-wrole ond directed o mognificent film colled |
Red Down A good direcior, ond very highly
regarded, he hos the reputation for being the
most rightwing fim drector in Hollywood
which i rcther ke being the tollest piayer on &
basketbol teom. | don tknow i be recly s | onky
sow o phologroph of him one fime ond he
seemed o fairly nomal guy except that he wat
wearing o Green Beret uniform. | think he)
uphront about he foct hat he's @ loony fhough
and we should respect him for that

Tha fim s bosed on b early days, becouse
i his youth he was o surfer. when you see his
name in the idles, the photograph that accom
ponies i is of Mils and some friends with their
boards. Maybe one of the recsons why the fim
wain' populor with the crifics wos that the criles
weren't wriers. But i you like the oceon, f you
odmee the gurs who get up el erly e
morming ond go oul where ifs cold and wet, you
ight bk Big Wednesdiay Iy My American
Grofi

When Gary Busey ployed the lead in The
Buddy Holy Siory fsee | he tought himself 1o
1ing and ploy gudat He learned to swim ond sur
for Big Wednesdoy.

BRAZIL

Brand s the fim thot Michoel Rodfords /984
should hove been, It hos oll the atmosphere ond
preaccupations of Orwelly book, plus refer
ences to heavy melal comicy, Enemsien ond

Modmogazine. Giliom sod, when asked where
the story iokes ploce, Somewhere on the Los the senufive execulves announced thot they
Angeles/Belfart border were going 10 re-edi the film, ioke out the nasty

Gdliom began ha coresr o o cortoonst, bu!
mode hes reputafion as the mventor of the cutowt
arimation on Mandy Pythan s Flying Cirrus He

and the noughty bis, ond relecse # of o lengh of
90 minutes. The same fofe hod befollen Orson
Weles' The Mogniicent Ambersons George

& skiled visualist |Batmon was shot by Roger
Prof, who photogrophed Brand for Giliam, #
looks almost identicol, only not a3 good ) Gliom
noko o skalful director of actors. How con this be,
in one who comes not from the theaire but from
fhe drowing boord? Gdliom's ongwer: You just
coutfight ond then the ocior do the wark
Gilliam's controct with fha Lorge & Nomeless
Siudio soid that the fim wai fo be o maxmum of
2 hours ond S minufes long. When Giliom sub-
mitted o ot thot ron 15 2 hours and 1] minutes

Upifing expenence - BRAZIL

Cukor’s 1954 version of A Stor i Born, Jules
Dasin's The Noded Ciy John Husion's The Red
Bodge of Courage, Don Siegels invasion of the
Body Sacichers fsee 7 ond most of Som Peckin-
pah's flms.

Broaid didnt get o wide relecse in the United
Stotes, but Giliom did manoge to prevent the re-
culting of his film. By gomng fo wor with the studio
exacubves n the pages of Vanefy Giiom mode
the execulives look supd ond won a Loy
Angeles crvcs’ aword for hmself ond his fim



THE BUDDY HOLLY STORY

The Bucidly Holly Story is o ‘rockumentory’ - o
Yerm that was, | think, imvented for the very funny
bogus documentory This s Spinol Top. Howeve
11 ohwoys posble o, ke docu-romay. rock
umentaries have been around snce the begin-
ning of fime.

The Buddy Holly Story s, of course, obout
the Texas rock 'n’ roller whose bond The Crickets
wos the fint while group to ploy the Apolio
Theatre in Harlem. This is just one of the many
aterestng focts that | learned obout Buddy Holly
ond The Cricket solely from woiching e Buddy

Holly 50

|

NI I > T, T v e e

B iy

Buddy Holly o played by Gory Busey who

sarred o Big Wackesdoy see 5| He doms o very
- DO Y STOR

Cleon-cut control - THE BUDDY HOLLY STORY P00 o wih our ke wha'l o cleon ot ke

oy comersl ek

¥ Servi o probiem with the rockumentory

ge=re. £ Pt hare ore oA of muncol numben
ASTG whC® e 1S betwres M partrmer nnd
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S propie woicheg Now ths moy worl £ 1y
Igay Pop, o om mncredible mioton of lggy but
the submect 5 Buddy Holly or fiche Vdens, the
technague doesn ! exocty set the hovse on fre

| don'¥ kngrw why Hollpaood msat on mob-
ing rockumenianes about the bhes of Volens and
Holly when there ore people such o3 Litle

A BULLET FOR THE GENERAL — ==iomzz

- recson why tha film ond Lo Bombo got made,
(Quien Sabe?) nd the ohens G\, wos s becouse, fke
Jomes Deon, Holly ond Volens ded young,
thereby guorontesing themselves cult siohs

‘.
b
[

A Bullet for the Generol - orignol tle: Quaen
Sebe? — won directed in 1986 by Domiono
Doman, o poldcally onented direcior who
rtended 110 be o commertary on Unted Stots
nierventon in Latn Amenco

¥3 the story of Chuncho, o romantic oufiaw
rding on the<coot-toh of the Mexicon Revoks-
fon, ond Bil Tote, on iineront gringo who hooks
wp wib Chuncho for mysterious ends, Ifs nice

¥ sion Gan Marig Volonié, who woy of
coune, the bod guy n the ‘Dollory’ movies, ond
Lov Costel o Americon eapotricle ockor who
worked wéh Posole ond appeored n Wim
Wendery' The Amercon Frend A Bullet for the

Geners cho fectures another ipried perdorm.
ot fhe film 4 pre®y cleor cbout the gay oftroc- once by Kous Kinski. Morine Beswick, who
fon betwsen B ond Chuncho, westerns ore loys Adelts. wa later 1o ploy the femole half of
wsecly o bt more reicent obout thew ‘manly the 1971 Hommer horror lm Or Jebyll ond Sicter
e Indeed, whis masqueroding 01 0 shook Hyce

=g e Bn g ey =t ond beovthily
n

deme. The ort diracior was Sergio Comevar, and
S 1! w to-writes by Fromcg Solmay, who

w1 b2 respersble Yo the worph for Bumond
n § ‘ o - A BULLET THE £Da
be dose of Apent The soundiroch - wper Bocks o e wol - A BULLET FOR THE GENERAL
wsad by Ermo Momcone byt wrden by Lug
Eargue Bocgior - o et AMhoggh et

Mooz e bm wm shet e bomee = Soon




THE CALIFORNIA DOLLS

The Colifornio Dolls s o rood movie about
women's log-team wresting. It was directed in
1981 by Robert Aldrich, who oo did Whotever
Happened lo Boby Joned, Hush ... Hush Sweet
Choriotie ard other ‘women's fims, o3 well os
The Dirty Dozenand he Grssom Gang (see 7]
Afiim colled The Colfornio Dollyabout tog-
feom wresting sounds cbout oy explodational os
# con be, but fear nol. Lurking behind the crom
premise is 0 good fim, well acted by Peter Folk,
Vicks Frederick ond Lourene London, about how
horrible ond grim and frusirofing it i fo drive
‘oround the United States in o run-down Cadilloc
promofing womens fog-team wresfing. And
lurking in the bockground, reody 1o buy up the -
wnng sackoge o7t heJopanese : SR
Uke of rood movies, his one & obout Sabpremirind- T o
America ond the death of the American dreom.
But unioe most other rood movies, # mn elifist or
obscure. All three of the main chorocien ore
honest people with obs fo do ond 10 ore ther
opponenty
The stunt fighting s pretty good otleastor o
wresfling mosch And the script, by Mef Frohman,
osk ol the good Peckinpoh questions: How do
you hang on to sel-respect in o comupt societyd
What s of volue besides money ond greed? The
Cofifornic Dols wos originglly enfifed All the
Morbles.. - on American expression which
meons ‘winner tokes off or ‘ploying for keeps’

Look outfor he cordboord extos dunnghe '
— DIVA
I

ool
.
O
o

Divo s just the sort of film thot Amencan movie
it love: big 0n style and short on subsionce.
ol course, because iy French. It the und of
thot gens caled scintlofing, or febuous
fun’, 1t dossn't, howeve hove ony recl
ion, nor ony ocing worthy of note. i doesn)
@ theme o any real direction, but what #
have is ort direcfion. [fy the only film I've
seen where 0 whole sequence haos been
designed oround o packet of cigorettes - the col-
our of the wolly, the set decoraton, the costumes,
everything exishy 1o complement o pociet of




DEAD OF NIGHT

Dead of Night s the dlassic Brifsh horror film, of o schoopps-drinking Gemen Dolior you
indeed the clowic horror film. No expense wos woukdn 1 know thers wai o war on Everybodyin
spored moking i obviously, il was, of one time, this film 5 vpper middie clom and the locaions
consdered an essentiol indusiry over here. ore generclly polofel e fim wos mode
This s 0 portmonieoy film — thot s, i consisy enirely of Ecling Shudios; the ort direcior wes
of o series of different short stories connected by Michoel Relph). Bt aven # the chorocien do
inking epsodes. In some films of this type. the come up with lines such oy What shall we do
sories ore ofl directed by the same person, in tha fomght, dohling? M.ﬂﬂl“
instance, there ore five couionary toles ond fow money? Deod of Night is o greal Him The
directons. With one excepfion ~ o golfing onec- design, direction, acfing and photography ore
dote based on o short story by H. G. Well - they of top noch, ond i yeiiie young, or sensitive,
are all toles of horror and mounting fear and woiching the fire forthe frst ime, prepare
The lost one ~ the story cbout the ven- 1o be genunely inghiened

trloquas dummy ond sharring Michos! Bad-
grove - hat been remode many Smes mogt
recently o Magic in 1978. Covalcans drecied
this epsode. Born in Brazi, Alberto Covokeont
made severnl Britsh fim nciuding Weer the Doy
Wi ond olso directed fectures in France. oty
ond hs naive country

To modem eyes, Dead of Nightmay ssem o
bt of o refic. Aport from o few borks frown

Yo sond ot wilout moveng your ips - DEAD OF NGHT

o ) S ang e nome of e

boe Moccommcn Hiboe') film g

2

youd el 0 New Wove Sim I o

hpesmodern, Jwareoie ot of

i Tesd ond sy e Ome of howe

gom-totng model $iat more out of you from

e poges of The Fxe B oiso feahvres muscol

rom the noted opera (o Wiy - une

A lor of peopie ke D which bacome on
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mord cul when if opened




D.OA wos mode in 1949, ond is unusuol for o
ook fim becouse they rorely refon ther o
siots for more thon 40 yeors. 0.0.A is portic-
lorly inferesfing becouse, ke The Fiy free 6] or
The Biob or The Thing from Another Workd see
15] # hos recently been remade (in 1988 by the
crectons of ‘Max Heodroom). Ifs oo notewor-
thy o3 on exomple of the fim noi o French ferm
wsed Yo describe the pessimatic thrllers mode in
the United Siotes ofter the Second World Wor
Fiims nows were cheoply mode, hod mpenetro-
ble ploty, were shot mostly on locafion in th
case, Los Angeles and Son Froncisco) and ore
highly revered today, especialy by the mokens of
the remakes.

D.OA hos o grea promise, which | will not
spoll by revealing to you. and sion Edmond
OBnen, who wos in mony fims nows and action
fiims, most notobly The Wild Bunch D.OA wes
direcied by Rudoiph Mate and produced by Lee
C Pophin, both of whom should be shot for
inchding the most awhd muscal effect ever
heord i o fim. It hoppens every ime the hero
yoes 0 prefy grl 0nd s neredibly micing. (The
rest of the music s by Dienitri Tiomiin, who com-
posed some great scores mchiding Hgh Nocoe
| don't know why they did , but s really onnoy-
ing. The only solubion s Yo ump up and tum the
sound down on your TV set every fime you see o
prefty womon

The cup o cheen - DOA

ELECTRA GLIDE IN BLUE

blue

Elacira Glide' 1 the name of o full-dress Horley
Davdson motorcycle that wos monufoctured =
the Uinited Stces, A few yeor back, ofl moton
cycle cops over there used to nide Horleys, butim
the 19704, the Horley Dovidson MC Corpore-
ion fell upon hord fimes, and now mast Amen-
ton cops nde Japanese bikes, which they coll
‘rice bumeny’

No mather - this & o foiry story obout the lost
honest motorcycle cop in Monument Volley
Monument Volley i on the Navaho Indian Reses
vabion in northem Anzono — o socred ploce.
John Ford discovered # and shot his westermy
there: nowodays, they use # to shoot car com-
meecioh, Flectro Gide in Bloe wos directed by



DOWN BY LAW

All of Jim Jormuschs blems ore sort of the some
which s not meant o1 on imsul, since they e com-

pletely unike anybody else’s He's probobly the

mas! orignal direcior cumrenfly working in the Down by Lowwas photogrophed by Robby
United Stotes — olong with Spike Lee, of coune Mulle: the Duich comeromon who shot mos! of
Both men seem sble b work m biack ond white Wim Wander's movies o3 wall 0s Repo Monond
whanever they bk (o very rore honowr| ond To [ve ond' Dke in LA, ond be aho worked on
inferestingly both of them remain i the vicnity S lotest movie Mysiery Fron Not to beot
of New York ond only vt Hollywood exremesy obout the bush, he's one of the best cnemotog:

rorely rapher: in the world
Jarmusch’s fims ore obout the confict bet Live another of Jormusch moves, Stronger
thon Forodse, Down by Low exish occording fo

ween the Old World and the New They re ) of

Europeans ohen Sastem Eurapegny heset wie i gwn ryles, ond you moy o well st i back

ond enjoy on slegant ond clever film mode in the

longuoge dificuler. who encourter Amenton

cloms syle uaknown fo pop-promo dineciors. |
it ol odd that #) very funmy thanks motly o
fe presence of the greot Mollon comedion
Roberto Benign. hers making ha fint appeor

¢¢ 1 on Englah-languoge fim

wed cor 1oiewmon

High-ife low-ife - DOWN BY LAW
BY A -
JAMES IO

e e heos o
1 %e o™ hegh o

¢ nch. It wos Simed by

The film is on méeresting one. Ifs sort of the
cops response to Fosy Rider porsculorly of the
end. It was oho very influenced by o gay film
Scorpo Rigng directed by Kenneth Anger
Guercio never mode onofher fiim ofter Flecio
Gide in Blve: he refired 1o @ ronch in Colorado
ond was not seen ogain. A py becouse tha s o
good film, especially  you fike motorcycles

"l
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The nng cyce - B

FIVE EASY PIECES

Fve Fasy Pieces s an Amenican film that wos
made in 1970 by BBS, Bert Schaeider’s produc-
fion compony. Schnexder hod been the producer
of Fasy Ridec mode the prevous yeor. Fve Fory
Paces won direcied by Bob Rofehon, who hod
hod o hand in the ediing of Fory Ricler ond it
stan Jock Nicholion who, of course, played the
Southern kawyer i Eosy Rider Both films were
shot by Losrlo Kowocs. Like Fosy Ricler Fve Fosy
Pieces is o rood movie of sorts, but unlike the
molorcyde fim, which is o prefly epic thing
obout the big themes, five Fosy Plecesis very inb-
mate and yndersioted

Ifs very rore for on Americon film to tell o
sory about the clous system. The hero Bobby
[Nicholson) s @ man who has rejected his fomiy

Rebel rouser— FIVE EASY PECES

Fat City s o film obout ymoll-ime boxens in the
town of Stockon, California. It hos great acting,
o great wriph, ond everything about il is lololly
undenioled. Unbke, for exomple, Morfin
Scorsesa’s Roging Bull which 1 o grandiose box-

ing movie of epic proportions, everything chout
Fat Gy s very mmsmol. It has gimost no boxing
n # of ol most of the ‘ochion” of the bim, whh 4
o study of chorocier iokes ploce in convenalions

Fot ity wos directed by John Huston, one of
the grect Amencon directors, who mode The
Mobese Fokon, The Afncon Queen, The Treo-
sure of the Sierro Mocke omong others. He was
olso on oclor of some repute ~ you probobly
remember him 0 Chingfown — ond early m b
coreer, he way o middie-wesght prize fighter He
hod an omazing sense of humour - so much o
thot b lost Fim. mode whis he was dying of
emphysema, is colled The Deod A lot of ha fims
deal not with people in wictory but people in
defect. He was o great director of actons - in tha
case, Stocy Keoch, Jeff Bridges and Susan Tyrel

Normally i moves wch o Ropng Sull whes

foworts eoch Ofer §

panching soch ¢

Flerering Jeer N e bt £ oty VO

FAT CITY

Burroughs i oll the more pomted becowse
Amercon cnema of this fime {the 1960s ond
1970 rechly did tend fo exch the working clas-
b4 - s ook of e chorocter played by Dennis
Hopper ond Peter Fonda in Fasy Ricer and by
Nicholson in One Flew over the Cuckoos Nest
ond The Lost Detol - whereas today it glorifies
the bourgeone

The Americons reolly ued to moke great
films, ond this s one of them. I hos o fontasfic
wriph, great performonces ond o fomous restour

onf icene
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wnlegshes o huge monsher In the Unided Siotes,
fimy such o3 Them! The incradible Shnnking
Mon fsee §) ond Forbwclden Plonet ol skired
oround the some theme. in Jopon, they mode the
huge series of Godrdlo movees, which confinues
fo tha doy Over here, oround obout the same
fime, we were dong the Cuotermoss TV senes

ond, loter, the Quotermons fims.

Made in 1958, The Fly sion Vincent Price, who's The Fiy wan remade recently by Dowd
o very, very good oclor He's been in o greof Cronenberg, with lofs of Hollywood produchion
maony fiims, oimost always horror fims, ond noto- valuey, 0 very big budget and very, very grophic
bly os fhe star of the whole of Roger Cormans ond gy specl efiech Abhough the mddie
g
Edgor Allen Poe series sechion of the original movie is rother boring, |

The Fly 1 part science hiction and part horror don't think amything in the Cronenberg film com-
s one of o whole wh-genre of scence-fchon

fiims thal were mode in the 19505 in the oftes
math of the olomic bomb. The theme of these

pares with the indy bizorre chmax of the 1958
vernon B

)|
films s prefty comstont science gone wrong
They're the sorts of movies where, eorly on 350
enkis! will 0y Humonity nesd never wont nor
feor ogon’ ond mmediciely ofer ot

GET CARTER

Gef Corter s o nosty Befish gongster fim. For
some recson, all Briish movie gangslen ore
extremely nasty - from Richord Aftenborough's
Pinky Doyle in Bnghton Roct in 1947 through
Richord Burton’s ond Bob Hokins' onfi-heroes
in, respeciively, Villois (1971) ond he Long
Good Fridoy (1980}, up Yo ond incuding The
Krays (1990). All our gongsier heroes (unkke
Edword G Robimson or Jeon Poul
Belmondo| ore schizond, sodisfic arseholes who

On the trom up north, Corter reads Forewed
My Lovedy but he't no Phlip Mariowe. Nor is he
even g Yopmbo, Kurosowo's somuros hred onsas-
s i the fim of the some nome see 17] Gef Cor
ter was chrecied by Mike Hodges m on energetc
sary 1970x" syle, of o fime when Americon
shudios were imvesting heavly in Britsh fims. As

shoo! people in the kneecops and sentimentaine wedl 03 splendid Newcostle locohions, # features

ahout ther mums. Rother bike the real thing, in camacs by lon Hendry (o3 Eric Posce, the schem-

foct g choufiesr] ond the noted ploy
Jock Corler, o rocketesr from London, goes

wright John Osbome in the role of Mr Big.
up norfh to Newcosfle jo aftend b brothers

funercl ond wreok ‘omific vengeance on the
Geordies who did him in. Carter is ployed by
Michos! Come, who's really good as the fou-
idows brute, invesfigafing on unseemly trad of
coverupd, bribes, double- crosses ond sudden
viclence. He & on evil man; the only difference
between him and hus odversones s that they are
not os sell-righiecus s he. In that woy Gef
Corfer resembles High Plomy Drifler (in which
Chet Eostwiood pretends bo sove 0 western fown
n order to desiroy # or o Jocobeon revenge

=i}

Rough justice - GET CARTER



GOIN" SOUTH

Gon'" South wos the second film Nicholson

direcied, the first being Drive, He Soud Has thard
direcloriol effort, The fwo Jokes comes out
hmﬁmhﬁnum&hnﬁ

: ‘Neholor B85 gong whamese s Rierfite.

hﬂ&m ﬂ&m“
Nestor - , the  producen W’
Scomedar oo Horry Gl who et b some
ot chorocer o L Gles i Chorown

The fin was sho o0 o Wayeeh o
ronch-c.m-movie-set Lo Joya i e Mexice:
e of Durongo Iy semlor in some ways 1o
Arthur Pann’y fim The Masount Brecky in which
Nachohon octed two yeors before, ond 1o be
konest, ¢ udleny from the comparson Al g drec-
ter, Nichohoe an't relly 2 there’ wih Fonn
oud Gor Souk s lacks e edroordnery
prenency o Morios Bronde. whe ployed e
oty =3 Sourty Ay £ g tormer b
St orcter probies o et by VTR e wew
™ wn i powd ot Te pem bod
Sesvended et ¢ sough of depond ond unce
s ar—

What gem or Souft & ot 2o o B
coportunty # pve o 1 ek Nichohoe ond
inents [cidng Pe (omedrs jobe Bekan
ord Doy de Vic) boweg k. rtermiesty ¢
ot gaod Iaough Amendrm fh i Be
top of e Exceedngly Dok Interion
popuiorsed by Cint Eostwood ond Bruce
Surteer, which ore no doubt myy orfsfco but
you con’t chways tell whath going on.

The cost perform brovely in o bold com-
medie defforte style, moking o heroic effort fo
overcome the foct that they ol seem o hove bod
colds ..

I the nocse - GOIN SOUTH

THE GRISSOM |

he wanfed to, Rabert Aldrich could be an
#yle tough-guy drector Ha most popular
i probably The Diy Dozen, ckhough he
drected Whotever Hoppened o Boby
ond The Colfornio Dolls fsee 4] He
made one great film: Kiss Me Deadly o 1950s
film noir about o stolen nuclear bomb. He's the
sort of director that gets colled ‘efficient or ‘o
good croftmon’ ~ thot it sylsicolly bis Fims
don't breck new ground, bu they hove good
sonet

The Grissom Gang i an efficent fim. |t was
made in 1971 of the ol end of the Boany &
Cyde gongster cycle, which oo included
Bloody Moma, Crazy Momaand Boxcor Bertha
s bosed on the novel No Orchich for Miss
Bloncish by Jomes Hodley Chase. No Orchics
was onginally made a5 o feoture in 1948: it wos
banned in Briton for many yeons, and was the
wbject of o viperciive ollock by the wriler
George Orwell In The Grssom Gong, o8 in
mdhhﬁdmmw
night abnox and o certoin Y




THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY

The Good| the Bad and the Ugly has an halion
director, o huge plot with momy many chorocten
and mony sub-plots; # spans an entire confinent.
# has lovish sets, outhenic pariod costumes ond
@ highly regorded musical score. If it hod been
set in Europe ond mode by Berardo Beroluct,
it might have won 12 Oscar, but ifs o wester, i
was mode by Sergio Leone ond it didn't

The Good the Bod and the Ugly s the third
port of a rilogy which begon in 1964 with A fi-
fd of Dollory and wos followed by For o Few
Dollors More in 1965). A Fisthd of Dollors was
Leone’s fint western, one of the fint spoghets

LﬂVANCLEEFLm”LWF AR e western ofthem ol and ol e ks imoived

in the production wers s0 onxiows 1o moke

TR < — s
WALLA s = —
' ELTWALL, CH_! e U g e o

They chio wonted to hove on Americon
octor in the principal role. Leone’s first choice,
Jomes Coburn, umed him down. He then tumed
o on Amencan octor resident in Rome, Richord
Hormon, ond asked hm to play the port, but
Homson ddn't woed o be = 0 western mode by
Bofons ond he sord no. Leone asked him i he
hod any other ideas, ond Harrison soid, Yech, |
know o guy in the Stotes, hes out of work, he
might do # for you.’ Leone soid, ‘What'y he been
ind Any fims¥' And Horrison soid, No, he's never
been in o film, but he did play Rowdy Yotes in
Rawhide'. The actor's name wos Cint Eastwood
and the rest s hatory

The fim siors Kim Dorby who waos joha
Wayne teenoge co-sior in rue Ot ond Tony
Musanie, who wos m on extremely good 1969
ot movie direcied by Dario Argento, The Biedf
- \,-1"'3' P =oge

Algrehy blockond-white fimy generally
look great. M colour fims, such s The Grissom
(ong ore for some recson ohways Yoo brghlly
.l Yeeveon comedhes

Kz # o Sty - THE S0 CANG



THE HIRED HAND

in 1968, Denns Hoppes, Peler Fonda, Jock
Nicholson, Bob Rofelicn and Henry Jaglom
mode Fary Ricier the most swecesshul cul film of
off hme [ wos such @ weeess that # probably sn'Y
o ot film ot o, but 0 momsireom movie. It mode
0 lot of money, ond a3 you know money sgnifies
qualty Money olso conveys powes As o result of
moking such o successhyl film, ofl fve guyy were
gven more money o dect more fims. Hopper
went off to Perv ond mode The Lot Movee
Nichohon direced Drve Mo Soid Henry
Joglom made A Sofe Ploce: Bob Rofelson mode
Fve Eosy Pieces {see 6} ond Peter Fonda mode
o western colled The Hired Hond

Fonda's movie is not o great film. Ifs one of
those ocd weslerns where the comerawork 5 ol
bleary ond there ore long tromsdions ond e
people don't soy much. Ifs not as good s The
Lost Movie: # doesn't have Hopoer's madness or
breadth of vison. But whos really good about it
 that 2 has o big performance by Warren Ovtes
m the role of Fonday sdebick, Horrs. Warren
Ogtes wos o wonderhd oclor He wos m
Cocifighteca il which, becouse of s occurcte
deowction of i subject matler can! be vhown
Griton; be wos o Drum, KGcf Bl The Shcorg
Bring Me the Heod of Aliedo Goro, Dinger
ond The Wik Bunch omong othen #you 104 10
o realy good Amencan odor whoh wen g
foday - tomeone Me Dema Hoppes Hory
Deon Stoston, £d Hom—ond yousskwh o
think i the bes! Americon ackr bvieg - 2204
aquie lely oot they e not gomg 40 1 Moro
Brondo. They T fell you s Worren Octes

Western meets Acid House - THE HIRED HAND

THE INCREDIBLE SHRINKING

The Increcible Shnnbing Mon s o science fickon
fim mode n the Linded Sigles in 1957 I direcior
Jock Amckd made o senes of scence-fickon
movies in the 19505, incuding The Craotre from
#e Bloct [ogoonand Torontue

Al the science-fiction films of thot era seem
o decl m one way or onother with the clom
bomb. In Them! nucleor tesfing in the desert
creates o roce of gront comivorous onty in Ths
sfond Eorth, on oken planet has been desiroyed
by yeon of nucleor wor; and in The Incredible
Shrinking Mon, our hero, Scoft Corey, poises
#rough o radioocive mat ond incredibly . he
storty o shrink.

Al of this sounds prefty funmy, ond i s quite
funny. However, ifs worth pondering that, o3 the
Americans emborked on the Korean wat loking
us with & and os the United Siates, the Sovet
Unian, France and Britain began omaing huge
sockpies of nuceor weopom, ond o

Exenhower worned obout the buidup of o 'milt-

ary-ndustriol complex’, the only Flms thot
oddressed the issve were o hondhul of boroque
scence-hohon mavies - most of them directed
by Jock Amold

e SEmME TRy TEm = =

- AT e



THE HONEYMOON KILLERS

betouse, while the beginning 5 o litle ropey, the
fim becomes increasingly ossured os # pro-
coeds By the sacond holl, Lsonord Kaste,
whose firstfim thes wos, i moking like Kurosgwo

The Honeymoon Killers s o genvine chasskc ot
fim. It & o rorely seen docu-droma obout two
Tonelyhearty myrderers’ - Nune Morthe Beck
ond Ray Hernandez - who together iled 1ev
eral of Ray's wives and grfiriends in the 1940s
Al one point in the film, we are lold the yeor
1951, but there is no atempt of period ver
similtude: working on o finy budget, the fim

hons thet alwoys look the same whether we're
supposed o be m Alaboma or New York

The film wos shot in block ond whie by
Olver Wood F beon o wilmg we
resemblonce fo Nigh' of the Lvng
other cult masterpiece made =

ble sovoir foine The music, which culs off abeupty
from fme 1o &

oround the some ime
My guess i that The Honpymoon Kilier was
shot in chronologicol sequence hot s ey shot

the first scenes fryd ond the lost scenes ot e end

Unholy alfance - THE HONEYMOON KILLERS

You really should watch out for hase Jock
Amold Bms They were very checoly mode
funy wsonory ond mieligent Thy howe good
wrph o well The increcible Shrmbng Morwas
writen by Richord Motheson who wrote o it of
first-rote fantony and SE nduding the novel on

which The Omego Monis bosed
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INVASTON OF THE BODY SNATCHERS

Thas & o great rorily o film whose remoke - in
1978, directed by Phi Koufmon ond slorring
Donald Sutherlond - is 03 good a1 the original
Don Siegels 1954 vervon s officially clowed os
o science-fiction film, but i really exishy on fthe
borderine between science fickon ond film nokc
rother ke another fomous cult movie, Kiss Me
Deodly I theme ~ the subsfiution of red-
blooded Americons by mindless, olien clones -
hos been described a3 0 metophor for the witch
hunts of the McCorthy era and for the soulless
noture of modem Americon life ond, more
recenfly os on exercie in red-bailng, onf-
Communsm

Apparently, the flm's ending is not the one
the director onginally intended, bt ke many
fim-maken, Don Siegel had fo confront o studio
which hod been ioken over by mindless, olien
dones. To sofisfy them, he shot o prologue ond
on epiogue that both ioke ploce n o haspial
ond ore desgred fo tweeden the pll ond per
swode you that things crea't o3 bod ot e rest of
e bl ey you they ore

Segel probobly dreced more ot mowes
then oy other sngle deecr nckudng o 0
Cal Bloci 11 The Kllery wit: Loe Morve, Oy
Ham Moo ond 5 wendet Exstecnd i
cobed The Beguled oty st o & Asence
o Wor. The direcior hot soud that lnvesion of
the Bocy Snotcheryn e bant fim he ever mode

Gordenens queston smed - INVASION OF THE BODY SNATCHERS

weshern, Johnny (rudor wos produced ond
directed by Nicholos Roy Nicholos Ray ond
Samuel Fuller ore considered 1o be the kings of
the cult dracton I by fim The Amenicon Friend
the German diractor Wim Wanders used them
both ai oclors: he olso mode o documeniary
obout Roy colled Lightning over Woter
Johnny Gusior wosn') very populor when i
first come out, but in the yeons thot hove fol-
lowed, s ocquired enormous siohs and pre-
stige ['m not sure exactly why Whie | con see the
reasons for lking, soy, One-Eyed Jocks jsee 12)
Johnny Gudtor leoves me o lirle cold I seems
more of o comp film thaa o cult one. It hos very
strong female charocters who oct ke men. A lot
of fme ond eflort wos spent on coslumes -
perhaps more than on some of the oclors.

Cheistmos i July - JOrM



Twas brilig ond the siithy loves
Did gyre ond gimble in the wobe:
All mimsy were the borogoves
ond the mome 1oy culgrabe

Beware the Jobberwock, my son’
The jows that b, the claws that catch!
Bewore the Abyb bird ond shun
l The fumious Bandersatch!

I He 100 fus vorpof sword  hene

- Long ime the monxome foe he sough -
50 rested he by the Tmium iree
And viood owhde in frought

And o1 in offish ouph he sood
The Jobberwock, with eyes of fiome
Come wivffling frough the ey wood
And burbled oy ¢ come

One two! One. two! And Sirough ond Srough

The vorpal blode wan? snciss snock!
He left # deod ond with & heod
He went galmphing bock

____ B

JABBERWOUKY

'O frobjous day!” - JABBERWOCKY

and

1
/.

il
§

4

"Twas b

| don't know much obout Sigmund Freud, but
opporently according fo ceriom crifics, the fim
contgins o hoord of Freudion symbok, including
sioirwell, prstols, mine shath - the knds of
that ore in every weshern, m foct | mokes you
wonder how many other fims the s

seen. Johnay Gudor doss hove great ocon
though ~ Slerfing Hoyden C

Mercedes McCombndge. Emest Borgrme. Bt

anogether 'y nof on enhiredy uCiees e - 0



THE LAST PICTURE SHOW

The Lost Pickine Show wos mode in 1971, ond
when it come out, i principal clomn to fome was
that it was the return of Hollywood 1o the block
ond-while movie. Hollywood hodn't mode ony
block ond white films since the early 1940s wp
posediy becouse felevmon soles demanded thot
ofl films be mode m colour The Los? Ficture Show
detos the dechne of o smoll Texos cow town, o
# you ke, the dacline of the Americon dreom
[whatever that isl, symbolised by the clovng of
the las! cnema in fown. [t was produced by Ben
Schneides @ wos pholographed by Robert
Surtees, ond the diecior) nome wos Peler
Bogdonowch
Bogdanovich was principally kngwn of thot
bme o3 on acodemic. For insionce, he hod pro-
duced o very good biogrophy of John Ford, and
n foct. there ore many references in The los? Pic-

kre Show o Fordy work: the bloc

e siohe comero ond fhe uie OF Den Johnson, o

Sody the return 1o black and white did st

octur ond the only Amencon Gracion wonng

1000y wh Jeem 10 mOke fiemy @ D00 Ong whie
on o reguior bowa o Woody Alen e
lomach ond Sphe lee B2 7 doms sen
#0708 thot wace radi ndeoy ond comewrTon
ore mode » block ond white ond her cb 8 %
10 produch fwhach they must do sccesshdlly o
ey woukan t De mode| why oren Y mony momy
fims made n black ond whie now tood | ek #
by more to do with the comanatve noture of
the Holywood Hi= rdustry thoe with the oud-

ence. Audeences con ioee & Hollywood, # seems,

cannot
Tie Loved One o bosed on the novel by Evalyn -
Wotgh. The script s by Chrstopher lsherwood
and Terry Southern, both of whom hod hod hoe
fibla expeciences in Hollywood from which they
drew for the fim'y opening scenes. The fronsition
from the move bussesi 4o the cemetery rode 4
seomless - ofter all, they're pretty much the some
thing

Richordhon hod alrsody dirscied The Lonet:
ness of the Long Distonce Runnerond fom Jones
ond this was his first Amenicon film. It has on of
gor cost Jomes Cobumn i 0 customs imspecior
Liberoce sells coshets, John Gielgud and Robert
Mariey ore membery of the logthsome Sonlo
Maonicg Berish Colony.

It ofl sounds so good tha! noturally some-
thing haos o be wrong with the pockoge. Robert
Mose, who ploys the profogonis! Dennis
Borlow, 50t i the some leogue o8 Jonathan
Winters, Rod Steiget, Lionel Stonder ond the ke




The Long How of Decth is o spaghei horror fim
oboyt witcherof, sef in the Middle Ages. Ity
mode » black ond whie, ond, o3 & usually the

coue wid block-ond-white fimy, it mokes you
wonder why more fims oren't mode in black ond
whie becouse Sy Shways ook befer thon films
n colos

Ths fim hos certon smiories with The
Wicker Mor see |7] m et vanou people get
shuck i lorpe wicker siruchures and sef on fre in
oddiion lo the wicher sruchorey here ore
lombs, sidng ponen pononngs Deger
presty, old dukes, young dukes, lechery people
buried olive and people coming back from the
deod, 30 there's something for everyone

It hars Barboro Steste. o Brifsh octress who,
wpon her arrvol in oy of the beginning of the
19405, appecred in o whole series of films
exactly ke The long Hoir of Decth An omaz-
vﬂg-loohngwoﬂmwﬁhgwwdm

bones, she's now o film produces | bebeve.

Ths i wes directed by Anonio Margherif,
who goes by the onglcised pseudomyms
Anthony Doisies. He mode o siring of films fke
this one ~ horror fims in which wronged people
come back from the deod 1o ioke revenge on
thase wha did them harm. Morghent oo mode
quite on inferesfing western with Klows Kinsk,
which you might be oble to find down of the

video thop. Ifs called Death in the Wind ond, in
&Mpbpomwdw-ﬁo r ’

Bock and whie frgit - THE LONG HAIR OF DEATH

The leading lody, Anjanette Comer, who ploys
morhuary beouficion Mass Thonatogenos, i con-
sidernbly better thon her beou.

The ofher oroblem i the script Aslong o1
stoys in the general viciniy of Wough's novel, s
briiont. However, Southem ond lsherwood
odded an eloborate wb-plot involving a leen-
oge rocket genivs, ond the second holf & pep-
pered with such chorocters a1 General Chuck
Brinkman who oll appeor to hove wondered in
from Dr Skongelove. But The Loved One dide
need ‘openng up’ in tha crom Hollywerd fosh-
ion, ond, romicaly the film folks nto the some trap
that i poroches of the begmrng




THE MAN WHO FELL TO EARTH

eaain 976
Conk ok e
Bernie Caney Jockson D Kane

This British science-fichon movie wos mode in the
United Stoles in 1976. It slors Dovid Bowe
Condy Clorke, Rip Torn and Buck Heary — o
excellent. Bowse ploys on oben ropped on
eorth, ond | hink 3 ha best oching work The
Man Who Fell to Forth i based on o fine novel
Woter Tevis, who ol wrote The Huster

The film was directed by Micoles Roeg who
n, | think, of oll the Brifish film directons of work
foday, probobly the most interesting ond the
best He's oo the only film director who's hod o
rock ‘n’ roll song writien in ha honour (ifs on Big
Audio Dynomie’s first olbum). Roeg i not one of
those rechssve gensuses who only mokes o great
work once every seven yeon; he's producive
ond diverse. His films include Don't Look Now
Wllobout Performance, Insigniiconce, Eureda
Costowayand Frock 29

He siorled out o3 0 cinematographer ond

worked for Roger Cormon - he shot The

Masgue of the Red Death Hs mot miteresting

aspect, however, 5 nof e v 0
viwally ha bim o

his iy are e

vohited. Waiching one o rofer ke wotchng

o seven televiom 0 0 row soch of hem ron

mmngad Fprget o
wewing, Roeg fims an
you perust, you wil be reworded fater e ¢

fine wine, b fiims mprove with oge

DAVID BAWIE

THE MAN

WHA FE||
TA BARTH-

Nght of fe (omet & o sciance-ficion opus

mode o Lot Angeles m 1984 Iy premae o very

ymier i et of The Doy of the Fifich, o 1962
chon mowe based on the book

ame! = whote working Hifle

Comet [ombxes' 4 o mature of the

50s type of scence-fiction movie
ealyphe ‘punky’ scunce-hction

ot of hme-lapse phologrophy -

comers runs sowly, shoohng only

mes every §8Cond, ond, 03 0
rest, cloud formasions or what have you go by
extremely fost. In oddifion, o lof of coloured -
! on the comera lens, 3o thot on ordi-

tery were

nary sires! or sy of wholewer & mode 1o look
ward . What the film doesn't hove 5 o sense of
drivng, mank purpose. Compore it to The
Increcible Shrnking Man [see 8] or The Thing
from Another World see 15) Both were mode in
the 1950s ond don hove the some foiled
atemphy of humour ond ore beller 05 o resul

Wide-eyed and punky - NIGHT OF THE COMET



THE MAN WITH X-RAY EYES

Roger Corman, the director of Mhe Mon with X-
roy Eyes [oho known os X, i the man respons-
ble for more cult fims than amy ofher humon
being, living or deod. He begon o3 o director of
explodahon movies wech oy Swomp Women, The
Viking Women ond the Sec Serpentond, to some
exdent, the ongmal Lisle Shap of Homrors In the y 4

eorly 19605, he mode o fontmfic series of \ - -
& *---.-‘--'ta'.v'"\‘:ffsbricg’r *

s The Fol of the Houss of

riiart genws drven: bo

ond destruction by chollenging the godh. Dr
Xovie, oben X, is played by Roy Miland wha,
the previows yeor hod directed his own cult
movie - Faruc in the Yeor Jero— about o nucleor
wor
The Mon with X-roy Eyes, mode for AIP one
of the oll-time grectes! explodohion houses, 5 o
totolly mod film with good ideas ond cheesy spe-
cal effect. However f does have o splendidly
| swrreal opening shot ~ 30 seconds of something [rouble with contoct lenses - THE MAN WITH X-RAY EYES
you don'l want fo see

Night of the Comet does feature one essen-
hiol o element in the presence of Mory
Woronoy the very toll ociress who slorred in
mony Poul Bortel fims. B also hos Dick Rude
[from Rapo Mord ond Chris Pederson (from Sub-
urbngl o3 mufon! supermarket bog boys. As 10
ohen m the kind of fim, you sort of wish the vil

lons were the heroes




ONE-EYED JACKS

One-Eyed Jocks begon ke 0s o modest western
based on @ book by Charles Neider cofled The
Authentic Death of Hendry Jones. The first irect-
ment wos wriften by 0 felevision direcior colled
Som Peckinpoh, who hoped o moke # ha first
feciure Bim. Then Morlon Brondo become
involved ond immediately Peckinpoh was out
Brondo chose o the direcior on up-and-coming
quy by the name of Stanley Kubnck

Soon Kubrick left the pacture, unable to work
creaively with Brondo, w0 when shocting
begon, Brondo was of the directorial heim. The
film took o long fime o shoot ~ it is soid that
Brond spent days ond days wartng forthe per
fiect wove 1o breok on the shore, ond oho that,
whangver he ond Korl Molden, who were both
Method octon from New York, needed 1o be
drunk for o sequence, they would ociually get
orunk

When Be fim won fmclly compleied
Brondes cut wan s houn long Me shownd tio

B shudo who sod You'we gof 10 0 £ Sown

Broedo ot e i = hall bt v 0 doeg be

Demacracy £ scaoe - ONE EYED IALKS

becrve dapried and dd not drect o The
Ao gret py becouse One-Fymf lcnn g wes
derhd mows - wit ke The Night of g Mo
onoker fim desched by o0 ooer Oherles
Loughton, ond b ooly fim
:wm.&m&-u—:-‘t-’crc
e bim There were two eadengs v one of Shem
s chorocher ded n the ofher ha odvenary dd
So when they were ready fo shoot ot sequ-
ence, Brondo colled oll the cost, crew ond exiros
together on the set, told them both clernoives,
ond they took o vole. Demacracy in oclion.

In the 1960x. the Linded Sices went through two
opocalypses from which # did not emerge os the
same country One wos the Vietnom wor, the
other wos the polifical asossinations of John F
Kennedy, RobertKennedy ond Marfin Luther
King. In the lgl decode, Hollywood fnolly
storted 1o deal with the Vetnom wor, and lotely
fhere's been o plefhora of films chout . But
allhough there hove bean revelotions - for
nample, the Lot Angeles Pobce Deportment
s tecontly forced in o low wit fo open s files
on the Robert Kennedy cusassingfion, ond #
tumed out that 2,500 officiol poice photogrophs
ond afl the phyuical endence from the anaisng-
fion hod dsappeored ~ no such ottenfion hos
been poid 1o the events that ocourred m Dallos,
Texos, Los Angeles ond Memphs, Tennessee



ONE FROM THE HEART s=ms

Woitenby Armyon Bermiten,
FontiCaoal:
Wish Froderic Formest Tesi Gon,
Lot Hosrliea

WHEN FRANCIS FORD COPPOLA MAKES A LIVE STORY _DON'T EXPECT HEARTS A

One from the Heort wos the firg film Coppolo
made ofter Apocalypse Now | fhink thet this
wos, 1 0 sense, ha ofempt 1o come down after
treating thot enormous epic, which fook o ot of
energy and severol yeors of production — mok
ng nsteod o small, infimate siory oboul wo
peopie and what happens when you iry fo cheat
on your boyfnend or girfiriend

It set in Los Vegon, but it was ofl fimed on
the sound stoges of Coppola’s Zostrope Shudios
in Hollywood. Zoetrope wos o noble atempt fo
recrecte on old-side shdio syvem for the
benefi of creafive people: in the two yeors that

Coppola owned Zoetrope, before he had 1o let

r lock of money Gene Kelly Wim

ot 0000 off wored

Warder ned lean

¢ been 0 noble
endecvowr, byt ¢ won ciso the reaion why One

pew the Moot dossnt enfirely work Thers ore

- a8l

not Bat e songs by lom Wol ond

Crystat Gayle are bod in themsebves, 1 only that

wiien you see 0 man woltng upsion, nppng

on on ilem of o woman's clothing, picking # op

looking ot , frowning ond corrying on wolking

you don | need fo heor o voice on the soundieack

snging: Tm sick ond Sred of picking up ofter
you." s 0 sort of overkil

1 1 Coppolo hod o woit o lifle while longer

lL“ before he could moke o smol, cheap film that

[ was really satafying — thot was Rumblefish fsee

13] But One from the Heort s ineresing. Al

Coppolo’s fims ore interesting. The man con't

make o folally useless move

In the last 25 years or so, the years thot hove
elapsed since the murder of John F Kennedy
Hollywood has mode few films on the subject
they nclude the docu-dramo Executve Acton
Winter Kills ond The Poroflox View mode 16
years ogo. Something hoppened in Dollas m
1963 We don'tknow what it wes, ond sar do the

people who mode ths film They're caly gue

NG INGT) OF we Con Q0. O ometh
hoppered ond T -




The Phena City Story was directed in 1935 by
Phi Korkion, who oo direched the 1962 Elva
Prasiey remoke of Kid Galohod o well as From
Hell to Elernily ond the rot mowe Ben Iy on
exomple of that much-loved cull genre. the
wxpose fim Other exomples ore feefer Moc
nest, | Wos o Communs? for the FBland Mdnght
Expren

The Phence Coy Story ohe factures on early
exomple of the foe ort of ‘product placement
which 1 the recson mogt fimy ore mode nowo-
days. Product plocement it o system whereby the
producers of o fim receme ceriain dems for free
or perhaps even money, in rebrn for proms-
nently duplaying these dems m ther fim The
began with beer ood airknes, and in tha fim, we
se¢ on owrhner ond a sef of sheps bearing the logo

of o certon comier

(- THE WINGED SERPENT

5982
Meiochy MeCour

Y

Qs one of those Fims with o confusing plethora
of nomes In the Usited Stotes. # wos first known
ot The Winged Serpent Loter f was refifled ym-
ply Qishort for Quetzoleoat], the Aztec god who
wot hatf rephle holl bird) in Bt # 5 kngwn
more bormally o @ - The Winged Serpent

The director Larry Coben 5 o fomed wriler
drector/produter of explodoton fims, omong
them Demon I Alvelond The Prvote Files of |
Edgor Hoovee Q wos bis most ambaious fim, o
combingtion of o siasher movie ond King Kong
I foxct, Cohen goes one better ond vets his mons-
her’s roost, nol on the Empre Stote Bulding, byt
in the offic of the Chrysler Bulding

Cohen s o true guemillo fim-moker He
doesn! bother with permils or permigsions or
anything ke thol Firush the first droft QO"\H w
whatever chorpcier octon ore ho hand and g
out there ond shoot, Severol bmex. the produc-
fon of G'wos hotied by police who thought that
the hoil of gunfire comng from the upper floon
of Manhatton skyscropen was genuine

Shock Horror Exposé! - THE PHENIX CITY STORY

Anywoy The Pheax Cily Sy 6 o
bockwoods morclity play obout @ gang of siot
moching vendon ond cord shorps opercing in
Aloboma in the yeon following the Second
World Wor You will be pleased fo hear thot these
bod men are defecied by o combinabon of gus
and democracy phas the socrfice of o few wb
wdiory charocers. But of the end of the fim, o
noggng doubl remains: where ore ofl the block
people n the scenes where democrocy goes mis
oction ond the de s cost? Con # really be that, »
the southern Unded Siates n 1933, block people
waren't allowed io votel The Phenin City Story
doesn’ fell v Insfend, # concentrotes on the
Rec! Problem, which - then, o5 no doubt now -

wos siof machne

The fim has - in oddion 16 fhe usuo! red
fored bewigged but-ployers= Michosl Moriorty
who wos the star of Dog Sekfiers Condy Clork,
frem The Mon Wh Fall io Forth fsse 11 Richord
Roundiee wha of courss, wos Shalf, and o
broce of Cormodines,

Cohen hs very bod arhe, but he knows how
1o keep o story moing. Unlike John Sayles, who
drected Aligater fiee 1] he nY inferested in
nngng ony changes on & genre: he just lells the
story ondd thafy i He oo hot o nice eye for
de'| ond a perverse sense of humour




RAZORBACK

Pigs i the Outbock - RAZORBACK

While direcing One from the Heorf fsee 12]
Francis Coppola receved o leter from @ class of
wchoolchidren in the Americon Midwest The
children soid since he was such o good diredior
fthey hod ofl emoyed Apocodpse Nowl, would
he please conuder tockling herr fovourde e
ory work, @ book colled The Ottudlers, by the
chidren’s outhor 5. E Hinton. Coppola agreed

Whie shooing he Outsders Coppolo
decided to moke o second fim bockto-bock
with il - o ymaller, more personal work. The result
won colled Rumblefish ond #. oo, s bosed on o
book by 5. E Hinlon

The Outsicie-s fefl down = he end because
wos 100 big Rumblefsh works much better
Although its o much dorker film, #'s more in synch
with all that schaalboy-schoolgirl-rumble—ons-
ety stuff which makes Hinton s nawels 1o populor
with Midwest schoollds. Coppole colled #
Comus for kids' and s full of clocks without
hand, long shadows, speeded-up cloud formo-
fions. references to Greek lieroture and oll mon-
ner of portertiousness ond prefention

Comus for ks - RUMBLEFISH

Eetdeloche

Wi GregorHormen A Wy

Before he tockled Rarocbock Russel Mulcahy
bhad been o director of rock videos. In the early
19805, he went io the ungles of S Lonko with o
gong of pudgy while boys called ‘Duran Duran'
ond mode three very exofic rock wdeos, bock to
bock, for £20,000. They mode Duron Duron
very fomous ond very rich. Since then, Mukcohy
has made two films. Raporbock wos ha fint

I is on enomple of the rock wdeo school of
film-making: o lot of coloured ights, wide-angle
lenses, cloud fidens, revolving ceding foms, ond o
greof many krocking ond dolly and crone shok
that don't really meon onmything but look good
ond keep the film rolfing olong.

Thas & the siory of weird goings-on in ond
oround the town of Gomulla in the Ausirolion
outback Ifs o cotologue of hideowsness: hom-
ble, kangoroo-murdering Australions; sioughter
houses; Borry Mondow poster; journalish;
songs by Eton John, msogynatic, drunk ond
nasty Aurohon men: ond o gon!, metol-eafing
g Iy o dorker vew of Austrolio ond Ausiralion
fe thon the Ausirakon cinemo normally grees s
these doys. But ifs on interesting film and hos
many good aspech, incuding o wonderhul, -
reclsfic dream sequence  the mddle. Halluo-
nabon photography in this film is crediled to one
Mr Steve Dobson.

¥y reclly good, too. The photography is by

Steches Buum The produchon cesngner
wiora, who provides 0 wesnd mudure
of the 1950 ond the 1980s ond beyond. The
wund desgn 8 by Richord E-egg\ who hos
crected e sound for oll of Francis’ recent fims,
e score 8 by Stewort Copelond ond Sion
Rdgeway

Ity ohio n biatk ond whie [with colour
inserty. Tha may be why the studio sabotoged
Or # mghl hove been Dillons out-of-body
expenence thot fipped them off Rumblefish
ployed af two cinamos in the Unded Stotes ond
then wani siroight o video, suffering on even
worse fate than firaad (see J1 (It wos the same
oryeholes that did #, by the woy

Dean Tovo




STARDUST MEMORIES

)

arttcally ond Westyle.wae Which i what Stor
dhst Memones s ol chout In & Allen ploys
Sondy Botes, on outewr film director beset by the
some diemmo o8 Sturger’s Sullvan ond Allen
hmself

S0 what f the fim seems siight or sell-indul
geni? Tha man 1 o greo! kim-moker, maybe the
best Amencan director alve ond working. Look

Woody Allen i o former stond-up comedion and
resident of New York. who directed ond wormed
in Banonoy [ove ond Deoth ond the extremely
popuiar Annve Holl Allen i in the envabla pos-
hon of being able o moke bim on whatever sub-
ject he desires, in colour or m block ond whie
Mot film directors, sadly, rudge fordormly from

cop movie 10 cop move, from Alen 6o Kombo 7

of the faces in thiy fim: nobody else mokes fims
with such dehevelled ond wewd-looking people
Even better Storcus? Memones s 98 per cent
funmy. And the other ] per cent consahy of wo

But 4 Mr Allen happy? No! And the recson
n that, while he wonts 1o be apprecioled and
remembered for ha senous fimy, s infenon
ond Seplembeq oll the public wont 1o see from
him ore comedies. Ify as if he were the centrol
chorocter in Preston Sturges's Sulfvans Fovels 0
fim director who yearm ho make o serou sioke-

minutes of Charlote Rompling thot is senous and

omazing

men! whie fhe sudio prewsss hm to moke
onother lunmy one

So Mr Allen trudges sadly from fim festwol

to refrospecive, ohways bugged by prefty gk .

i i ¥ Woody § womes - STARDUST MEMORIES

ond pecple who wort him 1o be different from

fhe woy he i, or of least the way he thinis he i«

In thes one, Glono Swonson ploys o foding
ulsnt-mave sor whe bacomes entwned with
young wreenwriter Wilam Holden A.—m-.g the

wpporting phayers (often cost on themsebees| are

Sunset Boulevard s parhapy the most famous of p :
rd o perhops ot 0 some of the mos! fomous nomes in the hastory of

8 cult m cortoinly the best fim abow s
of cult mowies ond cerioinly fhe best fim Vessbows, incheing gonip comais Heddo

Hollywerd ever wods. The genis behind Hoppet, Buster Keoton and the legendary sient
malicious enferionment n Billy Wider on diractor, Enc von Siroheim in the role of Swan-
Ausinan emgre whose el nome way Somued
Wilder (his mother mcknomed him Bily' oher
Buffalo BA1). He come to Hollywood in 1934 1o
write o script called ‘Pom Pom’, but longuished

unnoticed url 1938 when he began o profi-

son’s butler

n 1928, Von Stroheim hod been the drecior
of Queen Kally - o big-budget picure port-
financed by ond storring Glorio Swonson. She
didn'Y care for he extravogonce ond fired him
oble porinership with Charles Brockett (one of hoffway through producion. It was fo be his los
the writers of this film], their first big hit being
Nenotchloin 1939

fiem o director, and for the next 30 yeors be
mautly sorned o living 03 on octoe Just one of the

Wiider mode Fims, most of them both cricol ronge ‘coincidences’ in Sonset Boulevord

and commertial wecedsen for the next 40 yean
or 0. Ha cynical ond unerrng eye for human
behaviour hos mode for some of the funnest
and most ocule Hollywood movies - Ace in the
Hole [see || The Lost Weekend Some Lie I Hot

and Dol Indemmty to nome but o few

T om bag - it was the pictures thot got smoll” - SUNSET BOULEVARD




SWEET SMELL OF SUCCESS

who spring fo mind ore John Schlesinger with
Sweet Smell of Success u the siory of o deazy Michight Cowboy and Milof Forman with Oine
press agent called Sidney Folco (Tomy Curfis) Flew over the Cuckool Nest O flowing the
and his life’s work currying fovour with the sinis- ofher way, Stonley Kubrick come to Britain ond
ter ond powerhd newspoper columnst | | mode Clockwork Oronge, o prefty good move
Hunsecker (Burt Loncoster]. Both Curfis ond about us
Loncaster ore great. Loncaster’s charocier sesms Sweet Smell of Success was wrien by Emest
1o be modelied on the powerful medio personal- Lehmon ond Chfford Odets who did o smilor
#y Wolter Winchell he's o fnend of senatons ond hatchet job on Hollywood with The Bg Knie
beg-tme mofios: Curts s alwoys snopping ot hs Success wos photogrophed by Jomes Wong
heeh, barking for scrops. Ifs o fontostic film, but Howe, one of the great Hollywood comeromen
almost unknown in the Unded Skates, We need heroes and villoins, ond this fim
It wos direcied by Alexonder Mockendrick has two of the latter In the words of Sidney
wha was bom in Boston, Massachusetts but edy- Falco: never forget, ¥ in o man's nolure fo get
cated in Scotlond. The director of some of the outthers and hustle ond ge! the things he wonty
finest Eoling comedies, including Whasky Gadore

ond The Lodvillers the wos b First Amercan
B, on incredibly funny sxdictment of the media
ond odvertsng ond human reighonshgs and
psl obout everything ke Maybe ¢ wan d 35 (r1q e
Mockendncks ex-poinot  bockground  thot

helped ham cut *"W ol the bullshit ond moke Motch me Schey "= SWEET SMELL OF SUCCESS

FERMINAT

THE TERMINA

he's now very rich. He's olso o Republicon ond
momed fo the doughter of one of Americos

most influsntial polibenl dynoshes. In Tt/ Racol

The Terminotor & o 1980s LA. scence-fickon

he pioys an cofled Guode

filem. 1 has ol the necessory elements of the sub-
genre: punky, policemen, chases down alleyy

trocking shoh theough the top thop, on obses-
won with guns. Whot rones # above the level of
the ordinary o the scnpt ond the Bod Man, who

¢ scrph s credibed o Jomes Comeron ond

saie Ann Hyrd, respecively decior ond pro-

duter Tha o o iffle muisoding snce the redl

thot he siormed in, which include Precioio The
Runming Mon ond, mow recenfly the $70 miion

Totof Recol What con you soy cbout Schwor

:e‘&_:;?i Wed he's Austrion, he has encrmout

Ustorunotely Amold saY o agbve-bom
Ameron ond 10 he con never be Presdent but
bes i3l domo what be con 5o waich Amold

v Truf, Justce ond the Almighty

Tae Termngtor cot chout $6 milion 1o
moke Remeotr 7 now o producion,

d ot $40 milon, more thon hall of which

poy the octor and decior




HING Fﬂlthing

The Thing from Anotber Werld s o story of
sironge eventy of the Norh Pole, remode by
John Corpenter in 1982 os The Thing {the LIS file
of the 1951 original). In typical 19503 science-
fichion style, old professor, sexy secretones ond
the US miliory bottle o Thing from another
world

The film haos o long, slow buidup with a lot of
digiogue: the script is based on the thort slory
"Wha Goes There? by John Compbel, who wos
edior of Anolog the scence- fickion magazine
The fact that the diclogue ohien overlops has led
vonous outhortes fo bebeve thot the fim was, o
foct, directed by Howord Howks, i nomnal pro-
ducer. Howks was fomous for has fost, overlop-
png dologwe, ond he hod apporently
employed Myby o1 on aussion! direcior on prev-
ous fims. Thein wos o simior relafionship 1o that
of the producer Sergio Leone ond diredior
Tonino Volers on My Name ls Nobad

I the riginal Thing unlke e remoke e Cmm'a‘ﬁrce-THEm.NG‘iCH ANOTHER WORLD
monsher i rarely seen, Mot of & mayhem tokes
ploce off screen, like the botfles in the Sholes-
pearean trogedies. The monsher's name. ke thot
of the ‘Man with X-roy Eyes’ fsee 11| 5

ﬂy@mﬁMMmM
the story, which includes o croshed UFO and o

giont plont that drinks blood, & not dssimilar fo

the notoriou Roswell nodent’ of 1946, in which

o US Arr Force bose swwed o press relecse that o

fiying dusc hod croshed in southern New Mexco F

mu ot l{wl A~k IS v
Wotch the skies!

froncers & on exomple of the low-budget s

ence fichon thot come out of Los Asgeles n the
eorly 19805 Some of &, sch os Nigh! of #e
Comet see 11| wai mode by the new ndepen-
dent compone lice Afigrie 1ome by e venes
gble Roger Comon of hs udo n
Venice Coldoma, o former lumber yord: ond o
lot of #, nchuding Troncers. came from on inde-
pendent outfit colled Empire, run by Chorles
Band, the director of this film. Most of tha snff
nigs oft o Akan ae Stor Wors Francers s o nip-off
of Blode Rumer with @ subsionfiol nod 1o The
Terminotor fsee 14] In thot sanse, i lane 5 excek
fent - # hos hme-traveling cops ond flying police «ENTERTRINME
cars - but i grasp & longer than i reoch
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THX 1138

s 1970
 Diwctor George ucas
Witk Robert Dvwoll Donokd Plecsence,
McOmg o Wolfe SdHag

THY 1138 won the first film directed by George
Lucas, the begetter of o film phenomenon colled
Stor Wors Lucos mode THY when he was 25
yeors ok, fhe oge of which Orson Welles mode
Cifzen Kone The exscdive producer wos
Francis Ford Coppolo - the Americon giant who
crected The Gocfomer ond Apocolypse Now -
ond it wos mode for b produchon company
Toetrope

The slory goes thot Licas originally mode
THX of film school ond that the Great Mon
encountered Lucos sloving oway there ond sod
Prefty good move, kid Why don't you moke # o3
o feahre? The story conlinues thot Lucos
covldn't think of o title for b film ond finally set-

n number He shot # in

oty m e uncompisted D

tey gat ot of lne, there ore plenty of robot
cops 10 e them stroight with cottle prods. One
of the cops is played by Johnmy Weissmuller Jns,
100 of the man who wos Torzon, ‘THXC hemself &
played by Robert Duvall, o very fine octor
Alhough it has good things in , | don't think

THX 1138 really o grect fim. I o lifle obscure
ond stond-offish.

Good scence-hefion works becouss we con

Sknheod porodise - THX 1138

relate it ho the world we ive in; the world of MY

138 is so defoched ond obien thot it doesn?

really intersect with real ife, whotever thot

Everything = tha Blm s much too ¢

even the sireet people are resbly wathed on

Jack Deth is back...
and he's never even __ SNSTSRTP
been here before! os Angules, which realy doss ook e

between fhe 19205 ond

-y
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TWO-LANE BLACKTOP

Fwo-lome Blockiop is, ofter Faty Rides the king
of the rond movies. It come out in 1971, oround
the some fime on Froncis Ford Coppolals The
Roin Pecple, Frve Fosy Pieces see &) ond Richard
Sorafion’s Vonishing Foint All of these ore
equally pessimistic voriohons on the some theme:
- which is, according o Rudy Wurltze the wri-
fer of tha film, thot ‘you con escope from what-
ever youTe irying o escope from, ond the lesson
of the rood i that there & no lesson of the rood’

Two-lone Blockiop, based on o TV move
seript by Wil Cormy tells the story of two exaten-
fiol hot-rod racen, ployed by the snger jomes
Toylor and Dennis Wikson, drummer of the Beach
Boyr. They became involved in on obsessve
toad race with  fash Harry characler played by
Wormen Ooes, ofl compefing for possession of o
pink sip — thot &, 0 cor regisiration or ownership
cariificote. The bwo hol-rodders drive o souped:
up old cor; Oates has o brand new Pontioc GTO
The hwo mumble 5 kot and are really bad actors:
Ootes hos the most omazing line of potier and
incredible odventures. Alio woich oul for Horry
Dean Stanton ay the goy hilch-hiket

The director Monte Hellman, & o mysterious
figure, who hos made few films but hos hod o
great decl of imfluence on his peens - Coppola,
Peckinpoh, the other road-mone direcion, ond
eipeciofly Wim Wenden. Helimon ond Ootes
& thew best work m colloborgtion, parficularly
in Cockigher o fim which rforknately we
con't see m Brdoin dug o i subsect motter Ootes
was 0 great ocior one of the best of oll Americon
octors, ond he lights up tha fim every fime he
appeon

Rood runners - TWO-LANE BLACKTOP

wal

WALK ON TH

The script for Work on the Wike Sice wos wrilen
b John Fonte. on Amencon outhor of some cult
rengwn, fom o book by Nelson Algren {outhor
of The Mon with e Golden Armi. It s o fol!
melodroma, shout ¢ nore form boy in love with
2 sculptress who has become o prosiilue. The
form boy  played by the Englah octor Lourence
Harvey who pioyed upper-crust Amencons in o
number of himy, most nolobly in The Monchunon
Condiciote In Woilk on the Wikf Sicle, Horvey s
spposedly from Teacn, olthough his occent &
more that of 0 southern gennelmun ..

the best hings obout the fim i Jone
wha's excellent in the role of Kifty Twist
a riveling performance os the bod gl
out of o droin ppe. Borbara Stonwyck
prety good o the lesbion brothel-keeper
(thes was o few years before The Big Vol Al
the women i tha fim gre very ofiroctve. powes.
ful and upwardly mobde. The men - even the vil-
loirs - ore just wimps




ULZANA’S RAID

Utronos Roid mode the yeor alier The
Gritsom Gong fsee 7] i o Robert Aldrich fim

In 1954, Burt Loncasler ployed on Amencon

Indon in o piychological western colled ond therefore hos o superficicly crude syle

Apoche, directed by Robert Aldrich, Eghtesn which disguies consideroble whdlety ond siall

y2ort loter Lancoster appecred in another wes!- He s o great direcior of aclon ond knows the
power of the empty frame

em by Aldich which oo decl with the
Apaches: Ulrono Roid Apoche hod been
mode when the US cinema wai re-evaluoling it

loncoster & greot, o3 he olways is in wesh-
erms. The script by Brifish writer Alon Shorp

vaw ol the Amencon Indian, wha in the bod old very good ond not necessarily roci! despde
doys of cowboy films hod been generclly por- ascribing such violence o the Apoches, since
thess Indhons of the southwest, unike the Hopi or

troyed os o vilomous sovoge prone o the most
hideows extremer of crelty ond violence
Ulzancs Rowd wos mode o the height of the
Vietnam wor ond uses the Amencon Indion for
very different ends As with Solder Bhe ond
(hoto Lond Ulrona's Rod depech the west v o
botfleground between white people who boskc-
olly hod no business being there ond sovoge
Indhons prone fo the most hideous extremes of
cruelty and wiolence. By going to war with those
they bebeve ore ‘sovoges’, the ‘ovilized people
n each fim tum out to be exoctly ke them

the Novopo, hod o repulafion for being prefty
Thotchertte lowards thesr ‘guesty

The film wos shot in Nogales, Arizona. As
someone soid W you hove o chowe Twix! hell
ond Anzong. five m hell and rent out Anzona

Lnve i hedl and rent out Anzone - ULZANATS RAID

VILD SIDE
e of ife you never expected fo see on the screen!

Wol on the WikS Sccle storts out very well
The New Orleans locoions were later recalled
in Down by Low fsee 5] - porficulorly the open-
ing sequence of the Jormusch film — which also
decks with New Orleam lowide. Woik 5 obout
the United Stoten of the 19300, but # covld pat o
easly be happening today. the hero i homeless
unemployment o wdespreod: drven won'tslop
%o puck up hach-hikers, and the US Mornes ore
sefing sai for Fanoma

The most fomous element of the flm, by the
way, iin'} the ocfing or the drecting or ony of that
Wt Ity the fle sequence, designed by Soul
Bas, who & sometimes credited with directing
the shower-both scene m Pyycha
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A WEDDIN

1301
Dectr RobertAbmon
Resnch Al Neholy

Robert Abman, the direcior of A Wedding wos

one of the lop nomes in Americon cinemo

1970s. He directed MA'SH The long Good
bye ond McCobe & M Malac which | would
offer up as his best flms. Not o of his were great
of coune: he was oo the drector responsible
for the imterminghle Cusief and the truly owul
A Perfact Couple But of hes best, there wos no
other fim-moker ke him He wos o master of the
big ensemble film, much of which appecred to
be improvised or scriphed by the oclors. Has most
tomplex exirovogonzoy were fthe brikond
Noshwille and A Wedding

A Wedding  the story of an Eost Coast soc-
jety wedding. They ore o horrible, roct bunch
congumed with ovarice. Most of the bde’s fom

o' bother &

pping ™ot the 50 were welee or The 3ot

which perhaps ey were the DrRODG 50N
writing credd goes 10 John Congdine, who ploy
the heod of security of the wedding: one of by
to-outhon, Poinoo Resnech, ploys o female sec
urty guord: ond the other wrile: Allan Nchol,
ploys the mon videoloping the happy event
Also nofoble, ond very chomclersfic of
Altman, i the sound design. Much use s mode of
overopping ond  off-screen  diclogue 1o
enhance the tharoctersations and moke the fim
funnier Almost oll of Allmon’ filmy ore very
funny, even has serious ones. A Wdding siorts off
prefty funny ond gets better ond befter, dorker
ond more o than you would ever dreom #

could

Yormdo .o samuren Flm mode by the greatest of
ofl Him direcon, Alro Kurosowa. If the siory
psem tomibor # moy be becouse ¢ wos remode,
in 1964, by Sergro Leone with the fifle A Fistid of
Dodors

Whie Leone’s fim - hs find with Cint
Eastwood - is good, Kurosowa's s the work of o
moestro. If's completely cynicol and very funmy
The hero, ployed by Toshiro Mifune, i 0 mastes:
less somurs who hires himsalf out o8 0 proles-
wonal biler ond bodyguard 1o both wdes n @
fochon-ndden one-hone town [Yopmbo' meons
‘bodyguord’ or ‘bouncer’] As soon a3 one sde
gets the upper hand, Miune dumps them and
joms the other guys for more money, with decth
ond destucion the inevitoble resulh.
Kurosowa's big theme & humon existence: Why
ore we here? Does onything matterd Iy there o
posibiity of doing good?



THE WICKER MAN

The Wicker Man wes writer by Anthory Shaffer

the uthor of Skeuth Cinefontoskque coled it :

rother opfmisicall e Cizen Kone of horror "':’d,mh"::"m
fims. s Beih dictor was Robin Hordy who restored m,; on Howereercoe -
formerly specigkied in televason commercais. It apol scene il missing, on eorly sequence in

which Edword Woodword, who plays o Scotfsh
police officer # infroduced, ond we're lold he's
engoged fo be married and hay not yet tnown
@ womon', Tha is worth bearing in mind os you
enjoy the pogon defights of The Wicker Man,
which include Lindsay Kemp, the mme orfist
Christopher Lee without his cape, ond Beitt
Eklond dubbed into Scoftish

has o cult repuiation despite the foct that most of
those wha rate i very highly hove not seen the
onginal version

it wos inifiolly 102 minules long but the own-
13 of the film decided tho! # would be much be-
fer il they cut 15 minutes ond put it out as the sec-
ond holf of o double bil. (This was bock in the
days when you used 1o get two films for the price
of one) So they cut it down to 87 minutes ond, in
1973, released # on o double bill with Nicolos
Roeg's Dont Look Now As the yeors wenf by
and the film's cult repuiotion grew aftemph were
made ko restore the misking porbons, but most of
the orignal negofive hod gone missng Aspe-
rently it hod ended up i the pylons that support
fhe M4 motorway

In some of his films - oy, for exomple, or
Rashomon - good rumphs in o compromaed
and temporory sort of way. In ofhers - Kopmba,
Ron and The Throne of Blood - oll nofions of
good and e ore meaningless; everybodys
bod. i you win, ifs just through conceniraton,
teverness or sirengh.

Before this yeor's Oscon, vorious Amencons
iried fo get Kurosawo 1o ogree fo be presented
with on honarary Oscor for his services to fim.
The greot man quickly putthem in their ploce. On

1t Y d ot the
Atodemy Awords were self-congrotlatory
bullshit, soud thot he wos ashamed ot how fitie he
hod learned in 50 years of fim-making, and that
he would hove to keep working unkil he died, in
the hope that he would one day get it right




DEEP BACKGROUND

For those seeking further information on cul

mavies, the following books ore suggested:

® il Movies [volumes 1-3) by Danny Peary
published by Sidgwick & Jocksan, 1989.

*  The Pyycharonc Encyclopoedia of Fim by
Michoe! Weldon, publshed by Plexus, 1989,

¢ Ffim Nor: An encycloposdic reference
guide edied by Aloin Siver and Elzobeth
Word, publahed by Bloomsbury 1989.

* Joe Bob Goes fo the Drive-ln by Joe Bob
Briggn publshed by Pengun, 1989.

*  The!Wos o feenage Awenie Delinquent ..
Roct 'n"Roll Horror Beach Porty Movie Book
by Alon Betrock, published by Plexs, 1988.

* Hollywood Babylon by Kerneth Anger put-
Ished by Arrow Books, new editon 1985

*  The Gokden rkey Awards by Michoel ond
Harry Medved, publshed by Angas ond
Robertion, 1980

These and other books, as wel a1 posters, sill,
soundtracks and oll kinds of ephemern, may be
found of the following shops ond mol-order
forms
* Amolfini Bookshop
First floor, 15 Norrow Quay
Bratol 851 4QA
Tek (0272 29991
Cpen 10 am-T pm Mon-5ct
1220-6.30 pm, Sen
* B.H. Blockwell
50 Brood Seeet
Oudoed QX1 380
Tok 0845 797792
Open 9 omt o Men-Sc2
* The Cinema Bookshop
1314 Greet Russed Seeet
London WCTE INH
Tek (071 637 0206
Open 10.30 om-5.30 pm, Mon-Sat
* The Cinema Shop
45 Summer Row
Birminghom B3 11
ek (021) 236 9879
Open: 11.30 om-5.30 pen, Toes-Sat

* Geoffrey Clifton: Performing Arts
Bookshop
44 Brozenose Stree!
Manchester M2 SEA
Tel (041) 831 7118
Cpen: 10 om-5.30 pm, Mon-Sct
* Cornerhouse Books
70 Oxford Sireet
Manchester M1 SNH
Tek (061) 228 7621 ext 165
Cpen: 10.30 om-6 pm, Mon-Sct
* AECox
21 Cecil Rood
Iichen, Southompion SO2 7HX
Tel (0703) 447989
Mol oeder only

Richard Dalby

4 Westbourne Pork
Scarborough, N Yorks. YOI2 4AT
Tek (0723) 377049

Mod ordar only

Dress Circle

57-59 Monmouth Street
Upper St Morin’s Lane

London WC2H 90G

Tek (071) B36 8279

Cpen 10 om=T pem, Mon=5at
58 Dean Street Records
58 Deon Stree!
London WV SHH

Tel: (071) 437 4500/734 8777
Open: 10 om-6.30 pm, Mon-Thur;
10 om=7 pm, Fri=Sat

Film Magic

18 Gorsmouth Woy

Wotford, Herls.

Open: 11 om=7 pm, Moo-Fri
Filmworld

De Courcy’s Arcode, § Cresswell Lane
Glosgow G12

Tel 041) 339 5373

Open: 10 om=5.30 pm, Mon-Sat,
12-5pm Sem

Anne Fitz§imons

42 Scotty ood

Scoty Corisie
Cambro (A4 880

ot 0228 5815
Moy e oy

Flashbocks

§ Siver Ploce, Beck Stet
London WTR 3L

Tt [077) 437 8582

Open 1030 on-7 pem, Mon-Scf

Forbidden Planet

71 New Oxford Stroet

London WC1A 1DG

Tek [071) B34 4179/379 6042
Open: 10 om-7 pm, Mon, Wed, Fri
10 am~8 pm, Thurs; 10 om-4 pm, Sot
Heffers Booksellers

20 Trindy Street
Combridge (B2 ING

Tel [0223) 358351

Open: 9 om-5.30 pm, Mon-Sof
David Henry

36 Meon Rood

London W3 BAN .
Tet (0B1) 993 2859

Mo order only

The Media Bookshop
Book Base, PO. Box 1057
Quinion, Beminghom B17 862
Tek 021) 429 2606

Mol order only

+ MOMI Bookshop
South Bonk
London SE1 8XT
Tel: (071) 928 3535
Cpen:10 am-5 pm, Tues~Sat. 10 om-7 pm,
Sun; 12-7 pm, Mon

+ Movie Finds
4 Ravenslea Rood
London SW12 858
Mol order only

* National Museum of Photo-
graphy, Film & Television
Princes View
Brodiord BDS5 OTR
Tk 0274) 727488
Cpen: 11 om-—6 pm, Toes-Sen

+ Ofistoge
37 Chalk Form Rood
London NW1 8AJ
Tek: [071) 485 4996
Open: 10 om-5.30 pr, Tues-Sot.
11 om-5.30 pm, Sun

+ Tyneside Cinema Bookshop
10 Pigrim Sireet
Newcone upon Trne NE1 606
Tek 091) 232 5592
Cpes 10 am-5 pm, Mon-5at
* Vintoge Mogazine Co.
1r—4] Bowwer Sheet
Londes W1 37D
O 0985
COpe= o7 p=, Mon-Sat 1-7 p= Sen

247 Comdan High Street
Landon NW1
Tel (071) 482 0587
Cpon 10 om-6 pm, Mon-Fri
10 om-7 pm, Sat-Sun

* Peter Wood
20 Stonehdl Rood
Greot Shelford
Combridge CB2 51t
Tek (0223) 842419
Mol order only

* A Iwemmer
B0 Charing Cross Rood
Londen WC2
Tek {071) 836 4710 ext 21
Open:9.30 am-6 pm, Mon-Fri:
100m=5.30 pm, St

As well o these thops # s 6o worth waich-
ing out for the increcsingly frequent flm
memorobiic fois ond soles which loke
ploce nofionwide.




The Moviedrones

ALEX COX was born = Lverpood. raod Law of
Onbord ond shudeed him ond televmon of Brwol
Unveriity From there he went 1o UCLA Fim
School on o Fullbnght Scholorthip, where he
wrole on expermental comedy - Seep 3 for
Sases - which won the Jock Nichohon Screen
wrhng Award

Hes blims. o1 direcior are: Repo Mon (1984
S ond Noncy (1986 Skaght ko Hed (1987
Whlker {1987

He bves neor Almena i southern Spaw
- famows o3 the locaton for many Spoghett
Weiterm

NICK JONES wos born i Essex, read Engleh
and woiched hilms of Unwvensty College London
Ay wel o producng Moviedrome be b
mode progrommes on the Hommer horror
Shuchos ond deecions Fritz Long ond Sergo
Leone omong others

He b = Wes? Londion — whah b never
been the locotor for 2 Spaghe Wevtern

Publshed i 1990 by Broodkming Support
Servces o occompony B8CTY Movie-
September 1990
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